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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Wednesfield. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  of  the 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  on  last  year 
being  19.03  against  18.52  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  15.2. 

The  Death  Rate  was  6.99  against  8.54  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  1953,  which  appears  very  favourable  against  the  Rate  of 
England  and  Wales,  this  being  11.3. 

The  infant  Mortality  Rate  is  10.04  compared  with  32.54  in 
1953,  and  20.89  in  1952.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  for  the  year 
was  4  against  11  last  year,  and  8  in  1952.  1  of  the  deaths  was  an 

infant  under  4  weeks  of  age.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  25.5  against  26.8  in  1953. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  thanks  to  all  who  have 
co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BENTLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Chairman  :  Councillor  A.  GUEST. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  BENTLEY,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer  : 
P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  L.  MORGAN,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Clerks : 

Miss  S.  HAYDEN. 

Miss  D.  JONES,  September  1954. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  REILLY. 

Mrs.  PROSSER.  July,  1954. 


Area  . 

Population  (estimated) . 

Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  (April  1st,  1954) 

General  Rate 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


2,515  acres 
21,000 
6,442 
£91,561 
21/6 
£370 


DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICT 

The  District  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Cannock  Rural 
District,  on  the  North-West  and  South-West  by  Wolverhampton 
County  Borough,  and  on  the  South-East,  East,  and  North-East 
by  Willenhall  Urban  District. 

The  elevation  is  approximately  500  feet  above  sea  level, 
being  part  industrial,  with  a  Rural  aspect  on  the  Northern  side. 

The  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  occupations, 
Agricultural  workers,  Iron  and  Steel  workers,  Steel  Trap  makers, 
Keysmiths,  Locksmiths,  Foundry  workers,  Paint  workers,  Coal 
miners. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  is  very  satisfactory. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 


Ma 

ties 

Fen 

lales 

Tc 

tal 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

193 

3 

181 

4 

374 

7 

19.03 

STILLBIRTHS— Nil. 


DEATH  RATE 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

73 

67 

140 

6.99 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

Deaths  under  one  year 


Ma 

les 

Fen 

lales 

Tc 

tal 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

10.04 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : 


From  Sepsis  .  .  None 

From  other  causes  .  None 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

Year  1954 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNESFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


It 

>50 

If 

>51 

1952 

19 ;  i 

19 

54 

Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

74- 

-75 

97- 

-90 

75- 

-58 

92- 

-64 

73- 

-67 

149 

U 

>7 

13 

3 

156 

140 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Blood  Disease . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ! 

Coronary  Disease 

— 

— 

11 

5 

12 

2 

10 

3 

9 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System 

3 

2 

7 

4 

1 

3 

5 

3 

_ , 

Other  Forms 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  Malignant  Disease 

9 

16 

15 

16 

10 

9 

21 

10 

16 

18  | 

Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease  . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i  s 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

3 

— 

1 

— 

I 

Bladder  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

9 

12 

11 

7 

7 

11 

7 

8 

12 

Other  Heart  Disease 

25 

17 

9 

17 

8 

7 

5 

12 

6 

8 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

3 

3 

4 

9 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

3 

7 

13 

3 

9 

3 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

— 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

3 

• — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  and  accidents  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

* 

1 

2 

- - 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Road  Accidents 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide  . 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

9 

13 

8 

5 

9 

8 

18 

15 

12 

9 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Estimated  Population  — 

17,460 

17,390 

17/ 

too 

18,2 

50 

21,1 

300 

Total  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

149 

8.53 

187 

10.75 

133 

7.64 

156 

8.54 

140 

6.99 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  YEAR  1954 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  local  Health  Authority, 
namely,  the  County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
Ramage.  Wednesheld  is  included  in  the  Health  Area  No.  9  of  the 
County  Scheme,  Dr.  Kynaston  of  Wednesbury  Area  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

No.  9  Area  Health  Office  :  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 

Telephone  No.  :  Wednesbury  0279. 

As  regards  General  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services,  their 
administration  is  vested  in  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical 
analyses  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the 
County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

This  service  is  provided  for  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  by  the  County  Council. 

Main  Ambulance  Station  :  Richards  Street,  Darlaston. 

Telephone  No.  591. 

I  have  found  the  service  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Council  provide  services  as  one  of  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained  under  the  new  Health  Service.  A  qualified  nurse  gives 
professional  service  to  necessitous  non-infectious  cases. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  operates 
from  the  Area  Health  Office,  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Valuable  advice  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  at  this  centre. 
The  times  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  : 

Every  Tuesday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Alternate  Mondays,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Welfare  Clinic  : 

Methodist  School,  Well  Lane. 

Maternity  cases  are  provided  for  by  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
New  Cross  Hospital  and  Rosemary  Ednam,  Maternity  Home. 

Three  midwives  now  serve  the  District. 

Hospitals. 

The  Royal  Hospital,  the  Women’s  Hospital  and  New  Cross 
Hospitals  are  all  within  easy  reach.  Admissions  being  arranged  by 
the  Medical  Practitioners. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Dispensary  for  the  District  is  situated  in  Wolverhampton. 

The  sanatoria  available  are  : — 

For  males  : — Prestwood  Sanatorium. 

For  females  : — Groundslow  and  Yarfield. 

For  children  : — The  Limes,  Himley. 


Nursery. 

This  was  used  to  capacity  up  to  the  month  of  April  when  new 
increased  assessments  were  introduced,  thereafter  50%  of  the 
children  were  withdrawn. 

A  high  standard  of  efficiency  is  maintained. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  is  good 
and  adequate  and  is  obtained  from  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
Water  Engineer,  for  the  following  report  : — 

1.  The  supply  of  water  in  your  area  has  been  satisfactory 
both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
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2.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

3.  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the  works  where  necessary 
there  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  supply. 

The  sources  of  the  water  supply  are  the  River  Worfe,  and  the 
well,  at  Cosford,  and  boreholes  in  the  Red  Sandstone  at  Hilton, 
Dimmingsdale  and  Tettenhall. 


Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

The  following  are  the  times  and  places  where  the  District 
Registrar  Mr.  A.  W.  Tunley  may  be  seen  each  week. 


Monday 
Tuesday  .. 
Wednesday 

Thursday  ... 
Friday 
Saturday  .. 


10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  2.30  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Calves  Croft,  Willenhall.  Hall  Street,  Bilston. 

Bilston.  Willenhall. 

Willenhall.  Wednesfield  Church  Institute. 

3  to  5  p.m. 

Bilston. 

Willenhall.  Bilston. 

Bilston. 
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CASES  OF  IN*>i  "  '  !  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1954 
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Smallpox.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

36  cases  were  notified  compared  with  12  in  1953.  No  death 
occurred. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  has  been  notified  for  4  years.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
and  no  doubt  due  to  the  large  percentage  of  children  immunised. 

Food  Poisoning. 

2  confirmed  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  arose  during  the  year, 
Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  case  occurred. 

Measles. 

14  cases  were  notified  against  242  in  1953.  No  death  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough. 

57  cases  were  notified  against  77  in  1953.  No  death  occurred. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  No  case  occurred. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  4  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against 
2  in  1953  and  4  in  1952.  There  were  2  deaths,  one  from  each  of  the 
above  diseases. 

Tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  register  214 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  111  males  and  103 
females,  and  77  persons,  35  males  and  42  females,  suffering  from 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  a  total  on  the  register  of  291.  From 
the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  3  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  no  death  occurred  from  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis.  12  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  4  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified.  3  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954 


New 

Cases 

De^ 

^.THS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  to  1 

1  to  5 

1 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  10  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15  . 

— 

1 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  25  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  45  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  55 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

8 

4 

1 

3 

3 

— 

• — 

— 

CANCER— CHIEF  OF  THE  DEATHS 
AGES  AND  FARTS  AFFECTED 


Parts 

Affected 

20- 

30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60- 

70 

70 

- 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Breast 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Rectum  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Colon 

_ 

• 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

___ 

5 

Lung  and 

Bronchus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

* 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Ovary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Bladder 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Oesophagus 

1 

— 

1 

Mouth 

1 

• — 

1 

Pancreas . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

5 

4 

5 

1 

29 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  to  you  of  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year  1954. 

The  activity  of  the  Department  continues  to  increase  and  the 
tempo  of  work  so  occupying  one’s  mind  causes  the  time  to  pass  so 
very  quickly,  for  it  does  not  seem  long  since  I  was  writing  my  report 
of  1953. 

Detailed  tables  of  the  activity  undertaken  and  work  accom¬ 
plished  appear  on  the  following  pages  and  with  the  greater  battle 
against  the  clearance  of  sub-standard  premises  in  a  general  Slum 
Clearance  Programme,  the  quiet  and  general  foundation  work 
toward  this  end  since  1946  now  becomes  apparent,  and  may  well  be 
noted  in  the  subsequent  pages  of  such  activity  over  the  period 
mentioned. 

In  regard  to  Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution  I 
would  repeat  my  observation  of  last  year  that  the  exemption  clauses 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  this  connection  should  be  rescinded,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Beaver  Committee  Report  will  mean  tangible 
progress  in  the  general  health  of  the  populace. 

Housing  has  continued  apace  and  there  is  joy  in  knowing  that 
so  many  of  our  people  are  happy  in  homes  of  their  own,  or  are  they  ? 

I  would  again  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
Staff  for  their  loyal  help  and  support  during  the  year. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  Housing  Officer. 
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Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a  result  of  Inspections  and 
Notices  served  both  Informal  and  Statutory. 


Dwelling  Houses. 

Roofs  repaired  .  , .  .  25 

House  brickwork  repointed  .  .  11 

Gabies  cement  rendered  .  .  2 

Chimney  stacks  re-pointed  .  .  8 

Chimney  pots  provided  or  repaired  .  4 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  24 

Plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  16 

New  firegrates  provided  .  .  2 

Firegrates  repaired  .  .  .  8 

Doors  repaired  .  .  .  .  8 

Windows  repaired  .  .  .  10 

Sashcords  renewed  .  .  .  7 

Quarry  floors  relaid  .  .  .  1 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  34 

Stairs  repaired  .  .  .  .  2 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  .  .  4 

Backboilers  repaired  .  .  .  5 

Hot  water  cylinders  renewed  .  .  7 

Cold  water  storage  tanks  repaired  .  2 

Stucco  work  made  good  .  .  5 

Cellar  head  sealed  off  .  1 

Wash  hand  basins  renewed  .  .  2 

Firebars  replaced  .  1 


Water  Closets,  Washouses,  etc. 

Washboilers  repaired 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed 

% 

W.C.  Pedestals  repaired 

W.C.  seats  provided  . 

W.C.  Cisterns  repaired 

W.C.  Apartment  brickwork  repaired 

W.C.  Apartment  roof  repairs  . 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 


Drainage. 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  .  700 

(Income  from  this  source  £39.  9.  lOd. 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  2 

Inspection  chamber  covers  repaired  .  4 

Inspection  chamber  covers  provided  .  3 

Drain  surround  made  good  .  .  4 

Bath  waste  downpipes  repaired  .  3 


1 


5 

15 

3 

6 
12 
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Food  Premises  (including  lee  Cream  Premises). 

Food  shops  cleansed  .  .  .  5 

Fish  frying  premises  cleansed  .  3 

Hot  water  supply  provided  .  .  3 

Letters  and  Notices  Sent  Out. 

Preliminary  Notices  .  .  .  100 

Statutory  Notices  .  .  .  5 

Letters  (all  works)  .  .  .  1,366 

Statutory  Notices. 

Section  9  Housing  Act  .  5 

Section  11  ,,  16 

No.  of  undertakings  accepted  nil. 

Section  12  ,,  nil. 

Section  26  ,,  4 

Section  269  Public  Health  Act, 

Licences  granted  2 

Licences  refused  2 


Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act.  Closing  Orders  3 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  3 


Infectious  Diseases. 

39  various  cases  occurred  during  1954  and  74  visits  were  made 
in  this  connection,  the  appropriate  disinfection  carried  out  after 
removal  to  hospital  or  termination  of  infective  period  as  necessary. 
In  all,  38  sprayings  were  carried  out.  In  the  number  of  sprayings 
noted  above,  terminal  disinfection  is  included  for  T.B.  removals, 
this  being  carried  out  as  a  policy  in  all  housing  exchanges  or 
transfers,  as  the  case  may  be.  In  addition,  27  sprayings  for 
woodworm,  23  for  ants,  11  for  beetles,  4  for  fleas,  1  for  bugs,  were 
carried  out. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  154. 

Three  rag  and  bone  merchants  were  cautioned  and  interviewed 
in  the  district  in  their  exchanging  articles  for  children  under  14. 
In  neither  case  was  either  person  caught  a  second  tyne. 


Water  Sampling. 

Three  bacteriological  and  three  chemical  samples  of  water  from 
wells  in  Sandpits  Valley,  were  submitted  and  the  following  is  a 
typical  analysis. 


Bacteriological  Examination  Report. 

Plate  Count  Yeastral  Agar  2  days 
37 °C  aerobically 

Probable  No.  of  Coliform  Bacilli 
MacConkey  2  days  37  °C 

Probable  No.  of  Faecal  Coli 


31  Colonies  per  mill. 

90  per  100  ml. 

8  per  ml. 


Chemical  Examination  Report. 

P.H.  Value  7.1 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212°F  52.0 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Appearance 

Metallic  Contamination 


0.0098 

0.0168 

nil. 

4.65 

Trace  of  suspended  matter 
Opalescent  Slight  brown¬ 
ish  tinge. 

Trace  of  Iron. 


This  water  is  unsatisfactory  owing  to  pollution  with  organic 
vegetable  matter. 

The  houses  affected  have  since  been  dealt  with  under  Section  II 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Section  9. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


Notices  served  10.  Outstanding  at  end  of  year  2. 


Overcrowding. 

Two  abatement  notices  served.  One  obviated.  Council 
re-housing  scheme  considerably  eased  this  burden.  Now  only  one 
known  case.  (Sex  overcrowding  still  a  problem  in  one  case). 
Coloured  peoples  influx  not  eased — 3  houses  so  used  at  the  moment. 
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Section  11. 


Summary  of  Activity  since  1946  to  date 

Since  the  commencement  of  thought  toward  the  Clearance  of 
substandard  properties  following  the  end  of  hostilities  in  1946,  a 
total  of  106  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
28  in  which  complete  demolition  was  secured,  21  being  void  pending 
demolition,  26  which  are  under  a  demolition  order  but  still  occupied 
and  31  occupied  houses  which  are  included  in  Clearance  and  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

Houses  Demolished-— total  premises  28. 

1947 —  Nos.  199,  201  Wood  End  Road.  To  facilitate  Orchard  Road 
Housing  Scheme. 

1948 —  Nos.  54,  56,  New  Street.  Nos.  17,  19,  Church  Street. 

1950 — “Lake  View,”  Watery  Lane.  (Conversion  to  stabling). 

1953 —  No.  58,  New  Street. 

Nos.  341,  343,  345,  347  Wood  End  Road.  Nos.  85,  95,  97, 
99  and  105,  Lover  Prestwood  Road  to  facilitate  Long  Knowle 
Development. 

1954 —  “  Hill  View,”  Watery  Lane.  (Conversion  to  business  usage) 
4  and  5,  Noose  Lane.  15,  Church  Street  (new  Library  site). 
1,  2,  3,  Bealey’s  Bold  and  No.  6,  High  Street.  “Myatt,” 
Caravan,  Ashmore  Park.  1  and  2,  Ashmore  Park  Cottages 
to  facilitate  Ashmore  Park  Estate  developments. 


Standing  Void- — total  premises  21. 

1950 —  Back  88,  Graiseley  Lane  (see  notes  after  next  section). 

1951 —  3,  Devil’s  Elbow,  Linthouse  Lane. 

1952 —  2,  Devil’s  Elbow,  Linthouse  Lane. 

1953 —  2,  Canal  Side,  Rookery  Street.  “Mansfield”  Carriage 
Sandpits.  7,  The  Eields,  Lichfield  Road. 

1954 —  “St.  Ivans”  Railway  Carriage,  Watery  Lane. 

103,  129,  131,  133,  135,  137,  139,  141,  145,  Wood  End  Road. 
11,  13,  15,  High  Street  (Site  of  new  Bank). 

157,  155,  Blackhalve  Lane,  Wednesfield. 
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Demolition  Orders  Operative  but  still  Occupied — total  premises  26. 

1948 — 1  and  4,  Devil's  Elbow,  Linthouse  Lane. 

1951 — “Railway  Carriage”  Rear  of  “Leafern,”  Neachells  Lane. 

5,  The  Fields  (see  note  below). 

3,  Canal  Side,  Rookery  Street  (see  note  below),  Nos.  90,  92, 
94,  96,  98,  100,  102,  Graiseley  Lane  (see  note  below).  1,  2, 
3,  4,  5  and  6,  Bellamy  Lane  (see  notes  below). 

1954 — 143,  Wood  End  Road.  51,  55,  57,  59,  Lichfield  Road  (see 
notes  below).  1,  2  and  3,  Linthouse  Lane. 

Of  the  above,  a  number  of  houses,  to  which  your  attention 
has  been  drawn,  are  now  due  to  be  vacated  in  line  with  the  Council’s 
direction  of  allowing  a  period  of  grace  to  certain  owners  on  con¬ 
firmation  of  demolition  order.  These  number  19  dwellings. 

To  summarise  : — 


Houses  dealt  with  under  Housing  Acts 
Houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 


106 


28 


99 


Section  25. 

The  following  areas  were  declared  to  be  Clearance  Areas  within 
the  terms  of  the  above  Act  during  1954  : — 

Wednesfield  (Rookery  Street)  Clearance  Area,  1954. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8  and  11,  Court  I,  Rookery  Street. 

13,  15,  17,  19,  Rookery  Street. 

1,  Canal  Side,  Rookery  Street. 

Wednesfield  (March  End  No.  1.)  Clearance  Area,  1954. 

76,  78,  80,  82,  84,  86,  88,  90,  92  and  94,  March  End. 

Wednesfield  (March  End  No.  2.)  Clearance  Area,  1954. 

96,  98,  100,  March  End. 

Wednesfield  (High  Street)  Clearance  Area,  1954. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  Court  3,  High  Street. 
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Clearance  Orders  made  on  Rookery  Street  and  March  End,  the 
Council  deciding  to  Compulsory  Purchase  High  Street  were  at  the 
end  of  the  year  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Minister.  The 
following  houses  and  land  were  acquired  by  the  Council  under 
Acquisition  of  Land  (Authorisation  Procedure)  Act  for  development 
in  Wednesheld  (Ashmore  Park)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1954. 

1  and  2  and  land  adjacent,  Ashmore  Park  Cottages. 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

The  following  houses  were  closed  under  the  above  Act  : — 

145,  129,  103,  Wood  End  Road. 


The  following  house  was  closed  by  acceptance  of  undertaking 
from  owners  on  vacation  of  premises. 

Back  71,  New  Street. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  Housing  Committee  will  give  consideration 
to  a  specific  number  of  houses  being  allocated  for  slum  clearance  and 
it  is  hoped  that  many  points  in  relation  to  housing  conditions  might 
be  put  in  order  under  the  new  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Food  Sampling. 

The  following  analysis  is  of  Milk  and  Food  samples  taken  by 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council  in  the  Wednesheld  District 

Milk. 

Milk  Sterilised . 

14 

Milk  Pasteurised 

14 

Milk  T.T . 

6 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 

12 

Milk  T.T.  Certified 

1 

Milk  T.T.  Channel  Island 

1 

48  All  Genuine 


General  Foods. 

Number  of  samples  taken  25  All  Genuine. 
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Classification  of  General  Foods. 

Pork  Sausage.  (5  samples) 

Golden  Breadcrumbs 

Pineapple  Juice 

Prunes 

Guavas 

Sliced  Mangoes  in  heavy  syrup 
Irish  Stew 
Stringless  Beans 
Kidney  Soup 

Cooked  Beans  with  Tomato  Sauce 
Minced  Meat  Loaf 


Gravy  Salt 
Bronchial  Mixture 
Margarine  contains  10%  Butter 
Unsweetened  Pineapple  Juice 
Full  Cream  Evaporated  Milk 
Sweetened  Sponge  Mixture 
Steak  Pudding 
Luncheon  Meat 
Margarine 

Margarine  blended  with  10% 

Butter 


Food  Poisoning. 

Three  cases  occurred  and  the  following  histories  are  detailed  : — 

Case  ‘A’  Male  aged  58.  Staphylococcus  Aureus  isolated  from  stool, 
of  patient.  Presence  also  found  in  large  numbers  in 
samples  of  Fish  Paste  procured  at  time  of  visit.  The 
suspected  pastes  were  withheld  from  sale  at  place  of 
purchase  and  submitted  to  analysts.  This  sample 
revealed  no  trace.  Toxic  effects  due  to  preparation  of 
patient’s  meal  by  member  of  household  who  did  not  take 
the  precaution  to  properly  dress  a  boil  on  his  hand. 
Patient  recovered  in  one  week. 

Female  aged  35.  Bacillonary  Dysentry.  Not  confirmed 
as  Food  Poisoning. 

Child  aged  4.  Dysentry.  Not  confirmed  as  Food 
Poisoning. 

First  regarded  as  Acute  Gastritis  due  to  filthy  conditions 
in  house.  Salmonella  organisms  isolated  from  stool. 
Father  had  history  of  illness,  matter  explained. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Three  slaughterhouses  are  now  licenced  under  Section  57  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Section  4  (2)  of  the  Slaughter¬ 
houses  Act,  1954.  1  application  to  convert  for  private  slaughter¬ 

ing  was  refused  after  consultation  with  the  Ministry. 

On  July  1st  1954,  meat  was  de-controlled  and  onus  was  placed  on 
the  Local  Authorities  to  satisfy  themselves  that  there  were  sufficient 
and  suitable  slaughterhouse  facilities  available  in  their  district. 
Three  applications  were  received  and  licences  issued  after  ensuring 
that  the  slaughterhouses  conformed  to  the  minimum  standard  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry. 

Since  July  1st,  1954,  636  animals  have  been  slaughtered  in  the 
district  and  all  have  been  inspected.  The  following  is  an  analysis 
of  inspections  made  : — 


Case  ‘B’ 
Case  ‘C’ 
Case  fD’ 
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July  1st.  to  December  31st.  1954 
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Meat  Inspection — continued 
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Whole  carcases  condemned  .  Nil.  Whole  carcase  condemned  .  18  (Swine 

Part  carcase  or  offals  .  9  Fever) 

Percentage  of  all  animals  slaughtered  Part  carcase  or  offal  condemned.  85 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  .  2.9%  Percentage  of  all  animals  slaughtered 

affected  with  other  diseases  .  10.3% 


Swine  Fever. 

An  outbreak  was  confirmed  at  “  Meltona/’  Neachells  Lane  in 
the  piggeries  at  the  rear  of  this  house  involving  18  pigs. 

Supervision  of  mass  slaughter,  transportation  to  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Disposal  Works  and  Disinfection  of  sties,  trucks, 
disposal  of  bedding,  was  made.  No  further  difficulty  arose. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  Tuberculin  Tested  8 

Dealers  Licences  issued  Tuberculin  Tested  16 

Accredited  Milks  were  no  longer  allowed  to  be  retailed  after 
1st  October,  1954. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949. 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  Pasteurised  8 

Sterilized  8 

Retail  shops  licenced  46 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district,  but 
two  shops  are  manufacturing  Iced  Lollies. 

Three  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  in  all  the 
proviso  being  made  that  a  wrapped  commodity  only  may  be  sold. 
Hot  water  geysers  were  required  and  provided  in  all  three  and  in 
one  case  of  greengrocery  sales  were  removed  to  a  separate  part  of  the 
building.  40  premises  now  retail  wrapped  Ice-Cream. 

Of  the  samples  taken  all  proved  satisfactory. 

Fish  and  Chips  Saloons. 

There  are  now  10  registered  saloons  in  the  district.  Two 
saloons  were  re-registered  on  change  of  occupation  one  of  which 
has  since  been  vacated  and  registration  withheld  pending  improve¬ 
ments.  One  other  registration  has  been  revoked  pending 
alterations. 

Food  Inspection. 

The  following  items  of  food  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 
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Tinned 

Tomatoes  . 

..  40  lb.  12  oz.  (Blown) 

) ) 

Greengages 

8  lb.  2  oz. 

y  > 

Apricots 

8  lb.  7  oz.  ,, 

y  y 

Pineapple  . 

7  lb.  8  oz. 

y  y 

Prunes 

6  lb.  4  oz.  ,, 

y  y 

Gooseberries 

7  lb.  10  oz. 

y  y 

Syrup  . 

4  lb.  0  oz.  (Leaker) 

y  y 

Beans 

3  lb.  0  oz. 

y  y 

Peaches 

2  lb.  14  oz.  (Blown) 

y  y 

Figs  in  Syrup 

2  lb.  13  oz. 

y  y 

Raspberries 

2  lb.  0  oz. 

y  y 

Fruit  Salad 

1  lb.  13  oz.  ,, 

y  y 

Pears 

1  lb.  13  oz. 

y  y 

Grapefruit 

1  lb.  4  oz. 

y  y 

Evaporated  Milk 

8  pints  (Leaker 

y  y 

Peas 

2  lb.  8  oz. 

y  y 

Corned  Beef 

18  lb.  0  oz.  (Blown) 

y  y 

Jellied  Veal 

12  lb.  0  oz. 

y  y 

Steak 

3  lb.  6  oz. 

Boneless  Cooked  Ham 

13  lb.  13  oz.  (liquefaction 

Gelatine.) 

Box  Cheeses  .  .  3  lb.  8  oz.  (Mites) 

Dried  Peaches  .  .  17  lb.  0  oz.  (Fermentation) 

Jar  Meat  Paste  .  .  2|  ozs.  (Mould). 

Infestation  of  Nut  Moth. 

A  half  pound  of  assorted  toffees  were  surrendered  to  the  office 
with  a  request  that  same  should  be  examined. 

On  examination  they  were  found  to  be  affected  with  a  species 
of  nut  moth.  Inspection  of  the  retail  shop  revealed  that  matters 
were  not  being  maintained  in  a  cleanly  state  and  that  larvae  could 
gain  access  to  the  sweets,  these  being  only  loosely  wrapped. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  wholesalers  and  a  visit  paid 
to  their  premises.  The  retailer  admitted  that  these  sweets  were  the 
last  of  a  consignment  which  has  been  in  stock  for  nine  months. 

The  retailer  was  advised  to  destroy  cartons  and  boxes  and  a 
general  clean-up  took  place,  all  old  stock  being  destroyed. 

Action  was  not  taken  in  this  instance,  but  a  warning  letter  was 

sent. 
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Housing  of  Coloured  Workers. 

Three  such  houses  are  solely  occupied  by  coloured  people  in  the 
Wednesheld  Urban  District,  inspections  being  undertaken  fairly 
regularly,  they  being  not  unreasonably  maintained.  Discussions 
are  envisaged  early  in  1955  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Association,  Midland  Centre,  as  to  conditions  operating 
in  the  West  Midlands  area. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Quiet  activity  has  been  undertaken  in  this  respect,  contacts 
being  maintained  with  managements  of  firms  still  causing  difficulty 
in  the  matter  of  atmospheric  pollution.  In  view  of  the  difficulty 
being  experienced  in  the  iron  oxide  emission  from  steel  Bessemer 
Convertors,  a  further  deposit  gauge  and  lead  peroxide  sulphur 
recording  candle  were  sited  at  Well  Lane,  Wednesheld,  the  graph  of 
which  tells  its  own  story  in  the  amount  of  pollution  emenating  from 
this  corner  of  the  district  and  I  would  thank  the  County  Council 
Health  Department  for  permitting  this  extra  gauge  to  be  brought 
into  operation  despite  their  being  hard  put  to  to  take  additional 
gauges  for  analysis.  Records  have  been  continually  maintained 
and  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research  each  month  for  their  collation  on  a  national  basis  and, 
generally  speaking,  Wednesheld  is  of  an  average  deposit,  and 
Wednesheld  air  is  maintained  as  being  slightly  cleaner  than  the  more 
densely  populated  manufacturing  areas  adjacent  to  us.  The  follow¬ 
ing  tables  are  given  for  ready  assimilation  : — 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  1954 
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AVERAGE  RAINFALL  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Two  premises  were  re-licenced  in  this  connection,  both  being 
maintained  very  satisfactorily. 

Registration  of  Old  Metal  Dealers. 

Three  dealers  have  been  re-registered  and  operate  in  the 
district. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds, 
Caravans. 

The  Caravan  Site  at  Ashmore  Park  Farm  Estate  has  been  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year,  Town  Planning  Permission  being 
granted  until  the  end  of  December,  1956,  in  respect  to  eight  sites. 
The  Public  Health  Committee  received  a  report  as  to  the  possibility 
of  other  caravan  sites  in  the  area  and,  in  my  view,  wisely  refrained 
from  creating  further  caravan  sites,  having  regard  to  the  extensive 
housing  development  being  undertaken  in  the  district  to  cater  for 
the  overspill  population  of  the  adjacent  County  Borough  of  Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Throughout  the  year  activity  has  been  maintained  in  the 
district,  premises  receiving  particular  attention  include  the  new 
building  sites,  the  larger  factories,  sewers  and  sewage  works  and  the 
refuse  tip.  Two  annual  contracts  have  been  maintained  in  the 
total  sum  of  £95,  income  from  business  premises  totalling  £174.  15.  Od 
in  the  year. 
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MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Block  treatments  of 
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Business  Premises  .  269  rats.  165  mice. 

Private  Dwellings  .  563  ,,  234  „ 

Urban  District  Council  Premises  .  132  ,,  45  ,, 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Amendments  Act,  1954. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations,  1954. 

Two  new  slaughter  licences  and  11  renewals  were  approved, 
making  a  total  of  13  licenced  slaughtermen  in  the  district.  In  each 
case  a  copy  of  the  above  regulations  was  enclosed  and  the  two  new 
licencees  were  observed  in  action  prior  to  approval.  None  are 
licenced  to  slaughter  horses. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

There  are  132  shops  on  the  Register,  all  of  which  have  suitable 
sanitary  accommodation,  all  being  in  the  main  adequately  and 
satisfactorily  maintained.  Observations  have  been  maintained  in 
respect  to  hours  of  closing  and  Sunday  trading,  and  whilst  the 
majority  of  the  shopkeepers  keep  the  law,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
bring  five  cases  of  Contravention  of  Sunday  Trading  to  the  notice  of 
the  Committee,  four  receiving  warning  letters  and  the  fifth  having 
been  previously  warned  being  prosecuted,  the  case  being  proved  and 
the  shopkeeper  was  fined  £3. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Three  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received, 
all  of  which  were  granted. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  47. 

During  the  year  7  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  the 
orthodox  water  carriage  system  at  no  cost  to  the  Council,  there  still 
being,  however;  some  400  in  the  district  and  it  is  with  the  optimistic 
desire  to  wipe  these  out,  that  I  welcome  the  commencement  of  the 
enlargement  of  our  sewage  works,  which  has  long  been  required. 
Pending  their  near  completion  no  real  drive  will  be  undertaken  for 
the  complete  conversion  of  the  conveniences  mentioned. 

Section  83. 

Notice  was  served  in  three  cases  of  the  cleansing  of  filthy 
premises  all  being  complied  with  one  previously  served  notice 
being  carried  out  in  default  upon  the  decease  of  the  occupant  the 
house  being  the  subject  of  closing  procedure. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
Factories  Act  1937. 

1.—  INSPECTIONS 

for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

10 

1 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

18 

— 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

4 

TOTAL  . 

32 

1 

— 

2. — DEFECTS  FOUND 


Ni 

imber  of  De 

fects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(i a )  insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

— 

( c )  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Three  certificates  of  ‘Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire*  were  granted. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  OFFICER 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  the  following  details  of 
housing  activity  during  the  year  named,  a  year  which  has  seen 
much  progress  in  house  construction  and  in  the  development  of 
Wednesheld  generally  and  the  continuation  of  the  Overspill  Agree¬ 
ment  with  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  has  brought  many 
more  new  inhabitants  into  the  district  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  the  housing  target  for  the  year  was  exceeded. 

The  following  figures  give  ready  assimilation  of  activity  under¬ 
taken  and  a  picture  of  the  position  obtaining  in  the  district  as  at 
31st  December  1954. 


Lichfield  Road  Estate.  (Completed  December,  1953). 


Houses 

let. 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx.  Total 

352 

231 

121 

880 

1,325 

Long  Knowle  Estate. 

Houses 

let. 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx.  Total 

Total  on  Estate  . 

517 

325 

192 

1,118 

1,729 

Lettings,  1954  . 

471 

295 

176 

1,009 

1,571 

Moathouse  Lane  Estate. 

Houses 

let. 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx.  Total 

Total  on  Estate' . 

339 

339 

— 

1,168 

1,191 

Lettings,  1954 

251 

251 

— 

708 

831 

Perry  Hall  Estate. 

(Commenced  26th  July,  1954. 

Lettings,  1954 

87 

87 

— 

272 

272 

Wednesheld  Applicants  Housed.  188  (Including 

those 

housed 

from  Clearance). 


New  Applications  Received.  286 

No.  on  Register  at  31/12/54.  827  (Estimated  against  Annual 

Report). 

No.  of  Exchanges  27  (4,  3  way). 
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No.  of  Transfers. 


No.  of  other  Lettings. 

No.  of  Old  Houses  Utilised. 


No.  Housed  from  S/S  Property. 


59  (25  off  1  estate  to  another) 

16  L.R.  to  L.K.L.  9  L.R.  to 
L.K.L.  to  lower  rent. 

(18  to  make  better  use  of 
accommodation) . 

(16  from  Prefabs). 

2  (1  for  Minister,  1  for  Midwife) 

19  (10  for  Council  applicants). 
(9  in  which  owners  have 
re-let). 

30  (24  by  Council). 

(6  finding  own 
accommodation) . 


I  estimate  the  population  of  the  district  at  31st  December,  1954 
to  be  21,034. 


Families  fixed  up 

No.  housed  by  Council  in  New  Dwellings 
„  „  ,,  re-lets. 

,,  assisted  in  sub-standard  houses. 

,,  of  privately  constructed  dwellings. 

Total 


176 

12 

10 

25 

223 


No.  housed  by  Wolver  hampton  on  Long  Knowle  Estate  295 

,,  ,,  ,,  Perry  Hall  Estate  87 

,,  ,,  ,,  Hyde  Road  Estate  251 

,,  ,,  ,,  Lichfield  Road  Estate  231 

(at  present) 

Total  .  864 

Totalling  an  influx  population  of  2  000  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Population  Movement. 

Regular  notifications  in  the  movement  of  population  and  of 
influx  were  continued  to  be  sent  weekly  to  the  Area  Educational 
Officer,  Mr.  H.  K.  Simcox,  to  Dr.  A.  H.  Kynaston,  Area  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Area  No.  9.,  Staffordshire  County,  and  to  Mrs. 
M.  Reilly,  District  Health  Visitor,  Wednesfield. 
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In  addition  every  month  names  and  addresses  of  tenants 
moving  onto  the  new  estates  were  forwarded  to  the  Reverend  H. 
Baylis,  Vicar  of  the  Church  of  England  and  to  Reverend  C.  D. 
Johnson  of  the  Methodist  Church  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of 
the  newcomers  to  the  district.  This  latter  information  is  greatly 
appreciated  and  it  is  known  that  teams  of  visitors  have  called  at 
these  new  houses,  with  happy  results. 

Transfers  and  Exchanges. 

In  the  main,  the  Housing  Committee  have  been  appreciative  of 
genume  difficulties  asising  by  reason  of  sickness  or  other  cause  and 
have,  in  every  respect  possible,  assisted  in  exchanges  and  transfers, 
subject  to  the  family  units  fitting  the  houses  concerned  and  in  fact 
have  assisted  in  such  transfers  when  the  better  use  of  available 
accommodation  becomes  possible.  Young  couples  in  one-bed- 
roomed  flats,  on  becoming  parents,  being  moved  within  a  reasonable 
time  to  two-bedroomed  accommodation  to  facilitate  the  housing  of 
childless  couples  and  likewise  childless  couples  being  persuaded  and 
helped  into  such  accommodation,  thus  releasing  larger  housing 
accommodation  for  bigger  families.  This  has  been  often  brought 
about  by  three-way  movements. 

Live  Applications  List. 

The  figure  of  827  has  been  accepted  as  the  total  Live  Applica¬ 
tions  List  by  a  process  of  addition  and  subtraction  of  applicants 
alloted  tenancies  and  new  applications  being  received  as  with  the 
dearth  of  manpower  in  the  Department  it  was  impossible  to  get 
down  to  complete  a  revision  of  the  application  list,  and  with  the 
requirements  of  housing  accommodation  for  the  envisaged  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  as  observed  on  previous  pages,  the  total 
requirement  of  unit  accommodation  would  be  in  excess  of  this  figure. 

Linally,  I  would  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  for  his  help  during  the  period 
to  my  colleagues  and  Assistant  and  indeed  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Cowley, 
Wolverhampton  Housing  Manager  his  Deputy  and  Staff,  for  the 
kindly  spirit  of  co-operation  in  all  Overspill  matters. 
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